"DECLARATION 


TO ALL -THE 


Our Faith, 


And what we believe who are called 


| QUAKERS 


| AN D 

This is written, that all people upon 
earth may know' by whom and 
how we ate ſaved,and hopes for eter- 
nailife, And whar we believe con- 
cerning - God ,Chriſt and the £ pirit, 
and of the chings that are eternal], 
appertaining to all man-kind to 
know and believe. 


Alſo what MINISTERS and MAGISTRATES we own, 

and what and whom we _ J/7 Me 32; > 5/3 
' ED Printed for 1homas Simmons, at the Sign of” 
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(2) 
Concerning God, Ckriit and the Spirit, thus we belicyr, 


5—Irſt, That there js only one true God who is a ſpirit, and his preſence 
4 flleth heaven and earth, and he is eternal and everlaſiing,the Crea- 
*- ror and preſcrver of all things, that heaven and Earth and all things 
therein by him were framed and brongit forth, and all things remain unto 
chis day by his power,and whatſccyer he willeth in Heaven and Earth, he 
trings to paſs by his word and power. And we believe chat this God onely 
is, and cuphrt to be feared, loved, obeyed and worſhiped by all creatures, 
and no other thing beſides him in Heaven and Earth; And we bclieve thar 
his worſhip and obedience, and fear,and loveis to be given in ſpicir,even 
in what his own Spitit moveth & leadeth his people unto. And we believe 
his rue worſhip,required and accepted of i: m,is nor by the tradition of 
men in outward obſervances,or ſet dayes or places,burt he is worſhiped on- 
ly in ſpirit and truth, without reſpe& cf time, places or things, and that 
none can worſhip him in righteovuſneſſe, bur his Children who are born of 
his Spirit,and are led and guided theceby. And we believe that this Gcd 
hath given his Son Chriſt Jeſus into the Warld, a free gift unto the whole 
World,and that every man that cometh into the World is Iighted by him; 
that every man may believe and be ſaved; And we believe that he is given in- 
ro the world,and no Nation,Countrey or people excepted, bur toall man- 
kind is he given of God,and hath lightned them, & eycry man through the 
World. that believeth in,and receiveth Chriſt, who is the wiſdom and power 
of the Father, ſhall be ſaved with eternal ſalvation 3 And every one that be» 
lieveth not in him (hall be damned,and (hall poſſe(s everlaſting miſery. And we be- 
lieve that Salvation, Juſtification and Santtftcation is onely in Him, wrovght 
by hint & no other, for there is no other name given under heaven, bur Him 
alone,by which ſalvation is,and we believe all that receives him & believes 
in him.are reconciled to God,and are made alive to God, tolive to him in 
all thinzs, and doth receive the forgiveneſle of fins, and are fer free from 
all unrighteouſncfle , and from the body of fin and death, - and hath the 
wicneſle of rhe ſpirit in them , and the ſpirit of the Father they have re- 
ceived,and it witnefſeth in them of the Father and of the Son, and of the 
things that belong to rheirpeace;and it is the earneſt of the inherirance,g& 
the Seal of the promiſc of ercraal Life, and by ir are the deep things of 
God revealed to mankind, and by it the Father and the Son dweils in the 
Sainrs,and by it they have fellowſhip one with anorher,and the Father,Son 
and Spirit are one 3 And this we faithfully believe, | 
Again concerning Chriſt, we believe that he is one with the Father, and 
was with him before the World was, and what the Father worketh it i» by 
his Sen,for he is the arm of Gods ſalvation, and the very power and wiſ- 
dome of the Creator , and was, isand is to con.e without beginning or 
end. And we bclieve thar all the Prophets gave teſtimony of him, and 
rhat he was made manifeſt in "og and Jeruſalem, and did the work of the 
Farher,and wa: perſecuted of the Jews, and was crucified by his enemies, 
and that be was buried, and roſe again according to the Scriptures, And —_ 
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lieve he is now aſcended on high, and exalted at the right hand of the 
Father for evermore; And that he is glorified with the ſame glory thar 
he had before the World was ; and that even the ſame that came down from 
Heaven,is aſcended up to Heaven ;, and the ſame that deſcended,is he that aſcen» 
—_ we believe, Even he that was dead is alive, andlives for evermore, and 
that he cometh;(s ſhall come again to judge the whole World with r1ghteouſneſs.and 
all people with equity,and ſhall give to every man according to bit deeds at the day 
of judgement,when all ſhall ariſe to condemnation, or Jſtiftcation, he that hath 
dine good (ball receive life, and he that hath done evil everlaſting condemnation. 

And we believe he is to be waited for in ſpirit, to be known after the 
ſpirit,as he was before the world was, and thar is the knowledge unto e- 
rernal life, which all char believe in him dothreceive, and he ſubdues 
death, ana deſtroys him that hath the power of ir, and reſtorerh from 
death to life, and quickeneth by his ſpirit all rhat rhe Father hath given 
him, and we believe ſuch he juſtifierh and ſanRifieth, and ſuch are caugl:t 
of him,bur he condemns all rhat belive nor,and continues in unbelief,and 
are not taught of him 3 And this we faithfully believe. 

And we believe thar vnto all people upon the face of rhe whole Earth, 
is a time and day of viſiracion given, thar they may return and be ſaved 
by Jeſus Chritt, who is given of the Father to call the worſt of men tore- 
pentance, and the moſt ungodly of finners are convinced by him of their 
ungodly deeds, that they might believe and be converted and ſaved. And we 
believe herein is the loye of God manifeſted to all mankind, and that nin? 
is (hut out by him be;ore they were born into the World ; But unro all men is 
a viſication given,and they that do periſh, ir is becaufe they do not believe 
in Chriſt, and deſtruction is of a mans felf, bur ſalvation i3 of Ged, through 
believing in his Son, who takes away fin, and reneweth into his own [- 
mage, that they may become heirs with him 3 And we believe tac there 
is a Crown of Eternal Glory, and an inheritance of eternal lifc to be in- 
joyed for evermore by all that believe andare choſen of God; And thar 
there is an everlaſting miſery and deſiruRion to be poſſeſſed by all char 
belicve not, bur concinues in the ſtare of reprobatien,and are not changed 
from the wayes of fin and death, but walk after the wayes of their owa 
hearts luſts, fulfilling che will of the fleſh in the eyil of this world , and 
follows not Chriſt the light of rhe world that they may be ſaved, and 
we believe upon all ſuch rhe Wrath of God abideth , and thar they have 
no part in the inheritange of God. And we believe that ir is only he thar 
is born again of the ſpirit, and that walks after the ſpirit, who is changed 
from death to life, and who is redeemed out of the World and all irs waies, 
ſuch onely muſt inherir the Kingdom of God, and they onely have right 
thereunto and none beſides, even they that are waſhed and cleanſed from 
all unrighreouſneſs by the blood of Jeſlus,by which their lins are remitted; 
For his blood cleanſerh them from all unrighteouſneſle and fin,vea all ſuch 
that walk and abide In the Light which Chrcift Jeſus hacb lightned rhe 
World withal, : - 
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And we believe that the Sainrs upon earth, may receive forgive. 
neſſe of fins, and may be perifeRtly freed from the body of fin, and 
derth, andin Chriſt may be perfe& and withour fin, and may have 
-iRtory over all remptarions by faith in Chriſt Jeſus. And we believe 
every Saint that is called of God, ovghr to preſs after perfetion, and to 
overcome the Devil and all his tempcarions upon earth 3 and we believe 
ri5ey thar faithfully wair for ir ſhall cbrai:: ir,and ſhall be preſented wirhe 
cur fin in the Iniage of the Farther, and ſvch walks nor after the fleſh,hye 
afcer the fpirir, and are in Covenant witin God , and their ſinsare blorreq 
out and remembred no more, for they ceaſe ro commit fin, being born of 
the Seed of God 3 And we believe the Goſpel of Chriſt is the Power of God 
unto ſa'vation, and thac ic ought t& be preached free'y unto all pergle, ang 
Chriſt ro be held forth roa!l man-kind by che Miniſtry ſent of him. anq 
we believe this Miniſtry is received by the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, and all 
they that receive it,are lawfully called to the Miniſtry,& they may preach 
the Goſpel of Chriſt frecly.as they have received it freely ; and this Mini. 
firy is nor of man bur of God, and is made powerful to the converting of 
ſinners,and ta the bringing of people ro God,and ro the knowledge of his 
wayes. And we do not believe that any man is a Miniſter of Chriſt,wich- 
our the gifr of the Holy Ghoſt , or that rhe Goſpel can be received by na- 
rucal learning or education. And we belicve ſuch as preach for hire, and. 
hath hire for preaching.are not the lawful called Miniſters of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt,ſuch as are proud,and high- minded & covetous men, who doth nor 
profit the people ar all, ſuch as have run, and never were fent of Chriſt, 
who calleth by his ſpirit inco the work of the Miniſtry 3 and as every one 
hath received the git of that his ſpirir, fo he may adminiſter to others. 

Concerning Rulers and Governours, we believe that there ought ro b2 
Rulers and Governours in every Nation, City, Countrey or Town, and they 
ought to be ſuch men as feareth God, and haterh every evil way, who will 
judge for God and not for man,and will judge rightcouſly,equally, and juftily, 
and will give true and ſound judgement unto all men, without bribery,or 
reſped of perſons, not regarding the rich above the poor , but being a 
praiſe unto all rhar do well,and a terror unto all evil doers whatſoever,ta-, 
ving Knowledge in the Pure 1 aw of Gad, and themſelves continually ex- 
erctſed therein. And we believe that every l.aw of man cught ro be groun- 
ded upon the Law of God, pure reaſon and <quiry being the foundation 
thereof, rhar GoJs wirneſle in every man may anſwer to ir; aud the Law 
ought ro be known unto all people before rranſgreſſion be charged or 
puniſhed-in an: man. And we bclieve that every tranſgreſſion ovght ro 
be.puniſhed according ro its nature, and that the puniſhment exceed 
not the greatnefſe of the rranſgreſſion, neither ought any tranſgreflor to 
eſcape uopuniſhed, neither ought any upon falſe ſuſpition or jealouſies to 
be cauſed to ſuffer withour the Teſtimony ef True men , or the confel- 
fion of the party. Ard we believe that the executors of the Law ought ro 
be juſt meo.,and nor given to pride, drunkenneſs,or any other evil whatſo- 
ever. And we believethat all Governours and Rulers ought to be accoun- 
table to the people, and to the next ſucceeding Rulers, for all their ations 


which may be enquired into vpon occaſion , and that the chiefeſt of = | 
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Rulers be ſabje& under the law,8& 15» OF by it if they be tranſgrefſors, 
25 well as the pooreſt of the people. And thus true judgement and juſtice 
will be brought forth in the earth, & all that do well will have praiſe, and 
live in reſt & peace, and all evil-doers whatſoever may ſtand in awe and be 
afraid of God, and juſt men, and the ex<curion of good Lawes, * 

Concerning Religion , we believe that it is only the ſpirit of the Lord 
that makes men truly Religtous,& that no man onght to be compelled 
to, or from any exerciſe or prafiiſe in Relgion, by any outward Law 
or power, but every man 0ght to be left free, as the Lord ſhall per- 

wade his own mind in doing.or leaving undoue this er the other pra- 
Giſe in Religion, and every min of what profeſſion in Religion ſoever 
ought to be protected in peace, provided himſelf be a man of peace ; 
wot ſeeking the wrong of any Mans perſon or Eſtate. | 

And we believe that to reproue falfe Opinions, & unſound dofirines 
& principles, ſeeking to convince them that oppoſe themſelves by ex+ 
bortation or ſharp reproof,by word or wriiing ought not to be counted 
a breach of the peace, or to ſtrive «bout the things of the Kinglom .of 
God,by men.of contrary minds or judgments, thy ought nt tobe pus 
niſhable by the Magijtrates & their Laws; fer we believe that the 
outward law & powers of the earth is only to preſerve mens perſons & 
eſtates,& not to preſerve men in opinions 3 neither ought rhe law of 
the Nation to be laid upow mens Conſciences to bind them togor from 
ſuch a judzement or pr aftiſe in Religion. And we belteve that Chriſt 
is, & ought only tobe Lord and Exerciſer of mens Conſciences, and 
ha Spirit only muſt lead into all truth, 

Aud ve velieve that obedience and {ubjeion in the Lord belongs 
to Superiors, & that ſubjes ought to ebcy them in the Lord that have 
rule over them, & that children ought to obey their parents. & wives 
their hubands, & ſervants their maſiers in all things which # ac+ 
cording to God, which ſtand in the exerciſe of a pure Conſcience to- 
wards God; but where Rulers, Parents or Maſters, or any other 
commanderh or requireth ſubjeion in any thing which is contrary to 
God, or not according to him, in ſuch cauſes all” people are free, and 
6ught to obey Goa rather then man . and we believe that herein God 
will juftifie them, being guided and {.d by bzs ſpirit in all that which - 
3 good and out of all that which ;; evil. 

Again,we believe concerning EleHion & Reprobation,that there is a ſiate 
of EleJion, and a ſtate of Reprobation, a ſtare choſen of God, and a ſtate re- 
jetted of God, and thart all mankind are in one of theſe ſtates; all rhar 
areeleRed, are eleRed in Chriſt ; nd all rhat are cur of him, are is the 
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(6) 

Nate Reprobate, bringing forth fruits of death and darkneſs, being chil- 
dren of wrath and diſcbedience, in the alienation & ſeparation from Gag, 
in the tranſgreſſion, unreconciled ro God, the enmity ruling io the hear, 
being in the fa!l, and not reſtored to God againzbur ignorant of his power, 
and of his wiſdom, baving the underſtanding darkned, that they caunnt ſee noy 
percerve the thiags that are eternal : and in this condition his beſt works ace 
fin, and whatſoever he doth, he cannot be accepted with God, for he is 
dead to God, andalive to all evil, bringing forth all his works our of thay 
ground which is curſed. This is the condition of all mankind upon the 
faceof rhe earth in rhe firſt Adam; and this is the ſtate of reprobation, and 
all rhat abide herein are rejected of God, and ſhall never inherit eternal 
life, bur gaes into perdition ; yet have all ſuch a day of viſitation, that they 
may return our of the ſtate of reprobation,buc hating knowledge and deſpi- 
ſing the love of God, rhey continue in the ſlate reprobate,Cy the wrath of God 
abides upon them;bur they thar are choſen of God are delivered from with, 
for they believe in the lighr,and becomes children of the lighr,and are re- 
newed in mind and heart, and receiveth the love of the Father, and be- 
cometh planted into Chriſt-the ſecond Adam, and are choſen in him to 
bring forth fruic unto the Father, and all cheir fruir ſpringeth from that 
ground which is bleſſed ; for they are led by the ſpirit of the Father,and 
ſuch are in the ſtate of Ele#jon who are made heirs with Chriſt of the e- 
verlaſting inheritance that never fades away s And this we fairhfully be- 
lieve, that mercy is not ſhewed to the Reprobate, nor judgement to them 
that are Choſen of God. 

And this to go abroad into the world, that all people may under- 


{and what we believe, what we have received of God : & they that 
believe this, walk therein by the ſpirit of the Father ſhall be ſaved; 
but they that believe not but are diſobedient to the truth ſhall be con= 
demmed, becauſe they do not believe. Much more might be written,but 
in ſhort this is given forth by one that hath believed & received the 


knowledge of theſe things from God, a friend unto all people. 
EB. 
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To ali that ſay we ( whom the World 4» in ſcorn call Quakers ) do 
deny Minijters © Mapijirates 3 Theſe things I write unto you, to 
give you in ſhort an underiianding what Minijters and Magis 
ftrates we own, and what, aud whom we deny, 


T1, Such Miniſters as are made by God,who are ſanRified by his word 

and power,who have freely received peried gifrs fromGod,& ſo by the 
Sonicit and Power of God are ſent forth mro the world ro turn the people 
from darkneſs to light,and irom the power of Satan to the pwer of God 
who freely miniſter unto others wichour covetirg any mans gold. or filver 


or apparel, not ſeeking theirs, but them ; warning every man, and reach 
| ing 
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:np every man in all wiſdom, that they may preſen ae 4 
Chriſt Jeſus» Such as miniſter from the Spire emis wor ofGod 
abiding in them, who are never unprovided, . bur at all rimes and ſeaſons 
and in all places do ſpeak and declare the truth as they are moved and in- 
firucted, and as the ſpirit of rruth doth give them utterance ; Such Mini- 
ters we own, and have in great eſteem for their works ke Gatl:4.3.1 - 
7h 15.3. £10.4.7,8,11,1213. A4:26.15,16,17,18, Mat.1o.8, Aft-20.33, 
> Cor.12.14 Col.1,27,28,29. 2 Cor. 3, 6. Joha15.3 4.8 6,7 EF EE 
7.3539. 2 SN Afls 2.4. $63. 9906 SIO MORNE» 
But ſuch as are brought up at Schools an : *% 
niſters by the will of man, who have nor —_ mes "_ Mt- 
God for perfeRing of rhe Saints, bug denyes perfe&ion = ſi a ons 
Miniſters work, neither do Miniſter freely, but ſeek for ir fromeh i 
quarters,and will nor preach withaur a price who are not [: wy Ged by his 
word of God, bur pleads for a continuance in ſin, while box l | al _ 
the Earth. Such as miniſter from the Letcer and not hom th : As ppg. 
cannot preach except they have a time ro ſtudy, .and ſob th Peng _ 
provide chemſclves,and are not provided Sea Perry a ig gonad ag Y 
works,and not the free gift from God ſuch cannot rofit . anuy is of 
them captive in an-empty and dead form, alwayes | pole. e,bur leads 
ro come to the trace knowledpe of God, ſuch called Mi iſt ode oy 
and turn from them, and reſtifie againſt them as the hoſ _ we red 
merly did, read, Iſa.5 6,10,11- Fer.5,30,3 ng pros R y _ of God for- 
26,21,28,29. & ch.2.10,11, Jer.23.22,30,31,22- Ts pea” 
DE TOTS PIO TE 
5,047 30» zek.24 chap. Hoſea 6.9, . ſk We «Ze 13543 ,43, 
; chap. 2 Pet. Pw Hoſea 6.9, Mate23 Chap. 1 Tim,5.6,10,11, 2 Tim: 
2, Such Magiſtrates who Rule fo ; 
God and hating coverouſueſſe, ara mm , Ind - _ of truth, fearing 
in the Earch without partialicy,not refpeRing rhe = and Judgement 
deſpiſing the perſons of the poor, bur in truth and P _ of the rich, nox 
one his due and portion according to: the Law of e Ks y giving to cvery 
Nor receive honour from men 3 bur ſeeks rhe Auk oneirher ſeek 
God only, who area rerrour to theevil doers, but a : Tags comes from 
do well, fuch Magiſtrates we own, and in che Lord A aan e to them thar 
—— _ Pb 3.41444. Rom-13 3,4 nm "—_ 
ut ſuch Magiſtrates who be pr yh 
for themlclves, who love the —_ < ar me 08 for GH 
icd love money which is rhe monr ud en, and judge for gifts & rewards, 
gay cloathing above the poor in vile —_ wm _— ponders 
gg from men ( and if they be not eprom eta = we rs ef 
or, turns Judgement backward, that Equir _—_ at which they ſcck . 
_ i 2 on cannot Rule for God Ml _ EN ; R_ 
La W 59 An i , : - of Vice 
. rurns their (word backward againſt ti;e npright and 


.1ANocent, W! ] 
nt, wo reproves ſin in the gate; ſuch Magiſtrates we 49 deny and 


teſtifie avaint : | ; 
and the er olStvns the wicked bears rule, the righteous mourns 
: :5 re,ofce over them,and mock and reproach them, Ila-2. 
}7,12,&c. 


$1 ".iT$) a Tae. 
. #4,012,86, Jſa.1.21,23, Joh.6.43. Mica 3.11: Jam 2.1,2,3,4,9: Job 
Iſa 59 13,1415. Iſa,29.21, Prov.29.2. SR. 
Such as live in pride and pleaſures and follow ungodly luſts, and Wieke# 
ed praQiſes denyes God, though in words they may profeſs him; excg.* 
fo, all ſuch as do evi), who follow drunkennef;,carhs,games, vain ſports and: WP 
pleaſures, and ſuch like ungodly aRions,do deny, and diſgrace, and-grege. WW. 
ly diſhonour both Miniſters and Magiſtrates, though in words they any *iÞ. / 
own them,and bow the hat and knee,and give flattering ticles unto them, J- _ 
Tit 1.16 Pſa.15. Hoſ.4. Jam 1.25, Fob 32.21,24. -.+,.04 
To walk foberly, cighreouſly, and doing juſtly according -asthe proce, ih. 
of God which brings ſalvation doth teach-and dire, is a ſweet ſavoures5. ©: 
the Lord, anda true owning, and ia.the Lord honouring true Miniſters: -: 
and Magiſtrates, Mica 6:8:Tjt,2.11,1 2.Pſa.$1.17 1ja.57.15.Rem.13 3, -- if © 
Bur to walk looſely and prophancly, doing wicked and unjuſt aRions, :* 
turning the grace of Gcd into wantonnefſle 3 ſuch are an ill ſ:vour to God, ff - 
and denyes and diſhonours true Miniſters & Magiſtrates, Fam 3.14; 15,16, þ. - 
Fade 4. Iſa.59-2,3, Oc, + 
True honour doth nor confiſt in bowing the hat and knee, and ſuch like '$- 4 
things ( for that is the honour below which men ſeek and receive one of "Tr 
nother, which is in the unbelief) bur in the obedience of the Magiſtrates”; * > 
juſt commands, who are a terror to wickedneſs, but a praiſe to themrhar- :* 2s 
do well; for the Law was not made for the Righteous who fear Godand © 
live uprightly, but for the Lawlefſe whoare our of Gods fear, who-live.:,*Þ + 
 wickedly, caſting the Law of God behind their backs, Feb. 44. Rom.13, - i. 
344. 1 Tim. 1.8.g9,10. Pſq $0.16,17, :: EE: 
So this may cerrtifie all whom this may come unto, that we do nat deny "7 
Miniſters nor Magiſtrates who are made and ordained by God, but hogouy +8: 
chem'in the L ard, ler our lives andigonverſations, and that of God in 2:7 
your conſciences judge; for if atl: were brought into our life, cheat 
ſtrate ſhovld live at peace; and fo as the eyes of your underſtandings: *8+- 
comes to be opened with rrue light, you will ſee thar thoſe who live Wa 
berly and righreouſly, do own and honour Miniſters & Magiſtrares chough'* FF + 
they cannot for conſcience ſake reſpe& their perſons, nor give chem flats ' : 
tering titles,as your Highneſs, your Lordſhip,your Woerſhip,and fuch like;:+$--; 
for ſuch belongs .ro God 3; For ( Chrift Jeſus laid) I receive nor hoponr'-;l _ 
from man ; And faith he, how can you believe that receive honour one of} -- 
anorher, ad ſeeks nor the honour that comes from God only ? Grl. 1. I - 


12, Rofn.13.1-Deut.16.18,19, Joh. 9g. Jam.2.1,2,3,4,9. Johe5.41,44» : AE $ 


Read with underflauding, prove all things, hold fa## that Þ. . 
which is good, 1 Tacks 5. ar. Wis 
E : "A. P. | W6 
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THE END.” —_ 


